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The parking lot at the southeast corner of Jane Street and Finch Avenue West has long been 
used as an informal gathering space and rallying point for local residents, grassroots groups, and 
community organizations. Over the years, people of all ages and backgrounds have come together 
here for community celebrations, performances, demonstrations, and small markets. 

Corner Commons aims to honour these uses and enhance the parking lot’s potential for hosting and 
supporting a range of activities. Due to the health and safety impacts of COVID-19, the installation 
of this public space has been modified to adhere to public health guidelines. Corner Commons will 
be installed from July to late September 2021, and will also have a companion online platform where 
further programming can be accessed. 

Coordinated by the Jane/Finch Centre, the project is supported by the architectural and design 
studio Perkins + Will and guided by a community working group made up of local resident leaders, 
organizations, and supporters. 

To learn more visit, www.cornercommons.ca and @cornercommons on Instagram, Twitter, and
Facebook. 

ABOUT CORNER COMMONS



THEME: IN MOTION

This year’s residencies are guided by the theme of In Motion. The neighbourhood is going through 
changes and is in constant motion. The theme is meant to reflect on these changes and growth, but 
also of the actions that can impact it. Through the theme, participants will experience art as a form of 
activism and a catalyst for community conversations and action.

OVERVIEW OF ARTIST RESIDENCIES

We hosted our first Corner Commons Artist Residencies in the summer of 2020 to honour and 
showcase the strong arts community in the Jane-Finch neighbourhood. Following the success of 
these residencies, we are excited to announce that we will be hosting two one-month long artist 
residencies at Corner Commons from July to September 2021.

First Residency: July/August 2021
Second Residency: August/September 2021

The artist residencies are open to Jane-Finch artists, both individuals and collectives, from all 
art mediums. We are also prioritizing artists who may have been displaced from living or working in 
the neighbourhood for any reason. 

As a result of COVID-19, all residency programming will need to be available digitally to respect 
physical distancing guidelines. Although programming will be made available online, we ask that 
the selected artists utilize or incorporate the site into their work and explore ways to make their 
work visible onsite, while maintaining physical distancing. Jane/Finch Centre staff and the Corner 
Commons Working Group will be available to support the artists and will help to develop any 
infrastructure and practices needed to safely work onsite. As public health measures are ever 
changing, we will ensure that we follow Toronto Public Health and provincial government 
recommendations throughout the residencies, keeping the health and safety of the artists as our 
priority. 

The selected artists will provide free virtual programming that engages community members and 
complements other programming taking place as part of Corner Commons. While the programming 
could take many different forms (e.g. workshops, virtual performance and/or other experiences that 
may better suit their chosen medium), our expectation is that it will be interactive, participatory, and 
support the overall vision of Corner Commons as a welcoming and accessible space for all.

We encourage applications from artists and creatives who recognize the potential of making work in 
this unique space and time.



FINANCIAL SUPPORTS

The following financial supports will be provided to each of the selected artists:

• Artist’s fee: $5,000
• Production (personnel and equipment): $1,250 
• Residency assistance: $1000

ADDITIONAL SUPPORTS
The Corner Commons Working Group will work with the artists to address any potential barriers 
to participating in the residencies, creating a public art installation onsite, or delivering online 
programming, particularly during this current time.  

We will be responsible for any marketing and community outreach for the artist residencies. But we 
will encourage the selected artists to promote their projects through their own networks, where 
possible.

*The residency assistance budget is for artists to bring additional supports to help with the production and programming 
of work, if needed. 

Financial supports will be distributed through the Jane/Finch Centre



HOW TO APPLY

Please fill out the Application Form by Mon. June 14th at 11:59PM.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

• Name, address, email, and phone number 
• Response to the theme and a short proposal for public programming 
 - What does the theme mean to you? 
 - Tell us about your artistic practice, and your proposed project and programming for      
   Corner Commons.
• Brief artist statement and bio (250 work max) OR resume *Please note that your artist 

statement and bio does not have to be written and can take the form of video, audio, etc. 
• Website, social media account(s), and any other relevant links, if relevant  
• Equipment, material, or space needs and any scheduling limitations
• Online links or digital copies of past work (max three examples)  

SELECTION PROCESS

Members of the Corner Commons Working Group will select both resident artists based on:

• Submitted materials
• Anticipated benefits as an artist from one of the residencies
• Anticipated contribution to Corner Commons and the theme of In Motion through         

proposed public art installation and community programming

The selected artists will be notified by June 21st or as soon as the selection has been made. 

We encourage applications from new, emerging, and underrepresented artists or collectives based 
in the Jane-Finch neighbourhood. We will also prioritize artists, who may have been displaced from 
living or working in the neighbourhood for any reason. 

Through these residencies, we are committed to reflecting the diversity of Jane-Finch and its artistic 
community. As part of this commitment, we encourage applications from low-income and historically 
marginalized communities, including Indigenous people, members of racialized communities, 
individuals of diverse sexual orientation and gender identification, and persons with disabilities. 

We are also interested in selecting an artist who is committed to a collaborative process and 
engaging the local community.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 11:59PM ON MON. JUNE. 14TH, 2021



ABOUT JANE/FINCH CENTRE

The call for artists, selection process, and residencies are being coordinated by the Green Change 
team at the Jane/Finch Centre.  

The Jane/Finch Centre is a community-based organization that aims to reduce poverty through 
meaningful community engagement, strong partnerships, and a commitment to social justice and 
equity. Since 1976, we have grown to provide a wide range of supports, including early years
education, youth-led programs, seniors programs, financial literacy, settlement services, mental 
health programs, community development, and urban planning. We engage and work with 
residents and stakeholders within and outside the Jane-Finch area. 

To learn more, visit: www.janefinchcentre.org.


